January 31, 1995

It is day 28 of the contract. We need
to send a message to the American peo-
ple that we are serious about child sup-
port enforcement. Ignoring child sup-
port enforcement sends the wrong mes-
sage. It says that the noncustodial par-
ent who is one-half responsible for the
birth of a child does not have any re-
sponsibility for supporting that child.
We cannot send this message.

We need tough new penalties for
those who refuse to pay such as wage
withholding, suspension of drivers’ and
professional licenses, and property sei-
zures.

It is day 28 of the contract. Child sup-
port is finally starting to receive the
recognition it deserves. Let us not stop
now. We have to work together to close
the $34 billion gap.
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MORGAN COUNTY, WV, NEEDS
ASSISTANCE FROM CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 1995, the
gentleman from West Virginia [Mr.
WISE] is recognized during morning
business for 3 minutes.

Mr. WISE. Mr. Speaker, I come be-
fore you today to ask this body to help
make government make some common
sense.

Let me announce something to you
right here: Last week by order of the
Morgan County Commission, and Mor-
gan County is a rural county about 2
hours’ drive from here, a beautiful
county, and Berkeley Springs many of
you know for its waters, by action of
the Morgan County Commission, Fed-
eral overflights are now prohibited in
Morgan County airspace. Everyone
laughs and says, ‘‘How can Morgan
County do that?”’

You understand, of course, the Mor-
gan County Commission understands it
cannot deny airspace. Only the Federal
Aviation Administration can do that.
It is trying to send a message, and the
message is this: “Why will not the U.S.
Air Force, the Air National Guard, pay
the $10,886.20 that it owes to the Mor-
gan County Commission when the Mor-
gan County Commission and the emer-
gency responders in Morgan County re-
sponded to the Air Force’s need?”’

Basically the story is this. In 1992 we
suffered a real tragedy in the eastern
panhandle of our State, when one of
the C-130’s from the 167th Air Wing
based in Martinsburg crashed in Mor-
gan County. Six crewmen were Killed.

The county and, or course, the entire
eastern panhandle responded imme-
diately with emergency response and
all the cleanup that needed to be done
afterward as well as reaching out to
the families and to the 167th Air Wing.
The air wing and the members of the
167th Air Wing are not at issue here.
What is at issue is what some bureau-
crats in Washington is telling the Mor-
gan County Commission, that despite
the effort, despite the spontaneity, de-
spite the outreach, despite the consid-
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erable resources expended by the Mor-
gan County Commission by the emer-
gency providers in Morgan County, the
Air Force will not now reimburse
$10,886.20 for containment and cleanup
of hazardous materials at that crash
site.

This is not a county that can easily
afford this kind of expenditure.

Now, what is the cost here, the
10,886.20? For the Air Force it is going
to be less than the litigation to litigate
this issue. For the Air Force, it is
going to be less than the public rela-
tions debacle that they are going to
suffer. For the Air Force, | suspect it is
probably less than five rivets on a B-2
bomber.

The problem with the Morgan County
Commission is that when they submit-
ted this voucher, they did not add
enough zeroes. That is my opinion. If
they had put two more zeroes, made it
$100,000, maybe made it $10 million,
probably somebody would have paid it
without a blink of an eye. That sounds
reasonable. They did not pad it, did not
add zeroes, did not add to it. They just
asked to be reimbursed for what they
expended.

I am asking this body to help send a
message to the Air Force. We think
you owe Morgan County $10,886.20. We
think you ought to show the small and
large communities across this country
when they do respond you will be there
to help them and to help reimburse
them for their efforts. We think you
ought to show Morgan County that,
yes, they are entitled to this which
they have waited 2 years for already
and how many more years to go.

I ask this body’s help in having the
Air Force and the Air National Guard
in Washington respond with some com-
mon sense.

I will keep you posted, Mr. Speaker,
because | have a feeling this saga has
not ended yet.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12, rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 11 a.m.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 18
minutes a.m.) the House stood in recess
until 11 a.m.

O 1100
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore [Mr. BARRETT of Nebraska] at
11 a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

O gracious and loving God, You have
created us in Your image and given to
us the very breath of life, be with all
people who call upon You for healing
and strength and assurance. We know

H 897

that the maladies of life confront peo-
ple of every age but we believe too that
there can be healing and recovery and
that we can be renewed by the power of
Your hand. May we be receptive to
Your presence, O God, and open to
Your good spirit that in all things we
may know Your peace that passes all
human understanding. In Your name
we pray. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman  from Minnesota [Mr.
GUTKNECHT] come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GUTKNECHT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

REPUBLICAN CONTRACT WITH
AMERICA

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, our
Contract With America states; on the
first day of our Congress, a Republican
House will: Force Congress to live
under the same laws as everyone else;
cut one-third of committee staff; and
cut the congressional budget; we have
done that.

It goes on to state that in the first
100 days, we will vote on the following
items: A balanced budget amendment—
we have done this; unfunded mandates
legislation, under consideration now,
line-item veto; a new crime bill to stop
violent criminals; welfare reform to en-
courage work, not dependence; family
reinforcement to crack down on dead-
beat dads and protect our children; tax
cuts for families to lift Government’s
burden from middle-income Americans;
national security restoration to pro-
tect our freedoms; Senior Citizens’ Eqg-
uity Act to allow our seniors to work
without Government penalty; Govern-
ment regulation and unfunded mandate
reforms; commonsense legal reform to
end frivolous lawsuits; and congres-
sional term limits to make Congress a
citizen legislature once again.

Mr. Speaker, this is our Contract
With America.

THE PUNISHMENT IS NOT
COMMENSURATE WITH THE CRIME

(Mr. JOHNSTON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
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